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In the book of Leviticus the 50th year 
is called a Jubilee, with the promise of 

liberation from slavery and debts, and the 
land being left fallow to recover. Jubilee, 
therefore, is about rest from the hard work 
and toil that the book of Genesis tells us is 
a consequence of Adam’s sin. It is, thus, a 
‘year of the Lord’s favour’, a time to rest 
in God’s grace, to enjoy the bounty that 
he gives us. The Church has adopted these 
Scriptural ideas of jubilee and applied them 
to the spiritual life, especially to our being 
freed from sin and the consequences of sin 
through the application of the Jubilee indul-
gence. For although our sins have been for-
given in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
there remain the burdensome effects of our 
sins under which we continue to labour; 
the wounds of sin which still afflict us 
spiritually. But through performing certain 
good works, such as a pilgrimage and pass-
ing through a Jubilee Holy Door (whether 
in Rome or closer to home in one’s own 
diocese), we are liberated, at least par-
tially if not entirely, from these effects, the 
so-called penalties of sin, and we can now 
enter into the Lord’s rest and share in the 
rewards of the Saints. This, at least, is how 
I think we can understand the notion of 
Jubilee and the indulgences related to the 
Church’s jubilee years which occur not just 
every 50 years but in fact, since 1470, every 
25 years! So, in our current Jubilee Year 
of Hope, our brothers went to Rome with 
a group of young people to celebrate the 
Jubilee of Youth with Pope Leo, and the 

Dominican Family was out in force to give 
thanks to God for his favours. 

For in this year, our Order has seen two 
of its Dominican laity canonised as Saints, 
Pier Giorgio Frassati and Bartolo Longo. 
The former was just 24 when he passed into 
eternal life, and he embodies the Church’s 
concern not only for the elevation of the 
soul to God through adoration, prayer, and 
Eucharistic devotion, but he also strived for 
the elevation of human rights and cham-
pioned the dignity of the human person, 
especially the labourer. Taking a cue 
from Pope Leo XIII’s landmark encycli-
cal Rerum Novarum, he would frequently 
say: ‘Charity is not enough; we need social 
reform’. For socio-economic justice is very 
much at the core of the Biblical idea of 
Jubilee, but we have been freed, as St Paul 
says, for freedom (cf Gal 5:1), that is to say, 
to love God; to serve others; to worship 
authentically. Thus did Moses tell Pharaoh 
to set God’s people free from slavery so 

that they might go to Sinai to worship God 
and to receive his commandments. The 
other Dominican Saint who was canonised 
this year was 85 when he died, and he too 
embodies the genuine Christian concern for 
the freedom of the whole human person, 
for he had been liberated from bondage to 
Satan through the prayer of the Rosary. 
Hence he built a Rosary Basilica to pro-
mote the Rosary and prayer, and he also 
built schools, orphanages and especially 
cared for the children of prisoners. These 
two Dominican Saints, who represent both 
the young and the more elderly among us, 
are models of the authentic meaning of a 
Jubilee. Similarly, in this edition we have 
testimonials from both young and old who 
speak to us of Jubilee.

In our Dominican tradition, any brother 
who has been professed for 50 years or more is 
called a ‘Jubilarian’. One would have thought 
that they would now be released from their 
labours in the Lord’s vineyard, and can now 
find rest as religious. But as we can see from 
the wonderful testimonials from six of our 
venerable and beloved Jubilarians, their time 
is not at all fallow; there is no retirement 
in the religious life! Rather, God continues 
to work his favours through them, faithful 
and youthful as God has ever been, giving 
strength to us in our latter years. This, too, 
is cause for jubilation. May each passing year 
be filled with the Lord’s favour.  

Fraternally,
– Fr Lawrence Lew OP, Editor

You can send any comments or feedback 
to me via magazine@english.op.org

Requiescant in Pace
We remember with affection and gratitude all the recently 
departed, including the following who made gifts to the 
Friars in their Wills. 

•	 Lionel Carriere  (English Province)
•	 Eileen Cleere  (Holy Cross Parish, Leicester)
•	 Josephine Cooze  (St Dominic’s Parish, London)
•	 Michael Egan  (English Province)
•	 Raymond Fowell  (Holy Cross Priory, Leicester)
•	 Anne Stevenson  (Formation Fund)

May they and all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Since 1221, gifts made in Wills have always played a vital part in sustaining the 
mission of the friars. If you are considering leaving such a gift, please see the 
back page of this magazine or visit www.english.op.org/legacies 

mailto:subscriptions%40english.op.org?subject=Subscribing%20to%20The%20Dominicans
mailto:magazine@english.op.org
http://www.english.op.org/legacies
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I began my jubilarian years (in 2021) 
in a classically Dominican way by 

taking students at St Michael’s College 
in Kingston (not ‘upon-Thames’) through 
the ‘Questions’ on God and creation in 
St Thomas’s Summa theologiae. Reversing 
the proper direction of the arrow of time, 
Dominican life in Jamaica was followed 
(2022) by a retreat to St Dominic’s pre-
Dominican existence – sampling the 
common life of a flourishing house of 
canons regular, not however in Castile but 
in Southern California. But a little local 
difficulty soon displaced me even before 
my tourist visa had expired. When in 
due course, armed this time with a work 
permit, I returned to the Land of the Free 
(2023), it was to the embrace of Bishop 
Thomas Paprocki, a doughty upholder of 
Catholic orthodoxy, at a newly opened 
‘Evermode Institute’ of the same canons 
in rural Illinois. Aiming to provide (man-
datory) theological formation for laity in 
Church employ, the clientele was strangely 
reluctant to appear, though I did manage 
to teach some diaconal candidates. Instead 
I settled down to begin A Philosopher 
in Provence (scheduled to be published 
in 2026), a study of the French Catholic 
thinker Maurice Blondel.  My aim was to 
show that the distance of Blondel from 
Thomism was not so great as is often 
alleged, such that the term ‘Blondelian 
Thomism’ can make sense.  I think of it 
as a companion to Balthasar for Thomists 
(2020), for the wider goal is to bring 

together the strands of orthodox theology 
so to form a coalition of the right-minded 
in contradistinction to the prevailing the-
ological liberalism and ethical relativism 
of our times. 

My next move (2024) was to become a 
confessor in residence at the Marian shrine 
built by Cardinal Raymond Burke high 
up in the ‘Heights of Wisconsin’. I heard 
more Confessions in that quarter-year 
than in the previous four decades, living 
in austere premises inspired by the archi-
tecture of the Gamble House (Pasadena, 
CA), a sort of combination of Art Deco 
and Japan. But somehow it didn’t seem 
to correspond to the original scheme of 
teaching Juniors in an Abbey. So I took the 
opportunity of an invitation to lecture on 
the theological ecology of Benedict XVI 
(I hadn’t realised he had one), as issued 
by the Catholic University of Hungary, 
to get back to Europe. Thereafter the 
Premonstratensian connexion fizzled out, 
though not before I had done some inter-
esting (to me) research which generated 
Return of the White Canons (their return 
to England and Scotland, that is; 2024) 
whereupon the present English Dominican 
Provincial rescued me and assigned me to 
St Dominic’s Priory – the Rosary Shrine.  

Aside from taking a share in the liturgi-
cal and other duties attaching to the priory 
and parish, I soon found I had plenty of 
time on my hands, which I used to write 
After Newman. A Eulogy for Anglo-
Catholics, 1845–1965 (2025), helped 

by joining the Anglo-
Catholic History Society 
with excellent one-off 
lectures at St Clement 
Danes in the Strand. 
That book also belonged 
with a wider theolog-
ical project – to unify 
with the ‘Great Church’ 
what is best in the tradi-
tions of Anglicanism and 
Eastern Orthodoxy. It 
also had a more Church-
political goal: to encour-
age the remaining ‘clas-
sical’ Anglo-Catholics, 
potential members of 
the Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham, to 
feel their achievements 
(and, especially in the 
Victorian age, sacrifices) 

are not unappreciated by some at least in 
the patriarchate of the West. 

Down the road from St Dominic’s, 
Haverstock Hill, the church of St Silas, 
Kentish Town, not too popular at the 
priory for poaching Global Majority 
Roman Catholic parishioners unable to 
distinguish it from the Real Thing, had 
come into the materials of After Newman 
on two counts. T. S. Eliot had regularly 
made his Confession there. And the ‘Third 
Inkling’, Charles Williams, was a sides-
man.  That put me on the track of my final 
literary offering qua Jubilarian, Below 
the Summer Stars (2026, I imagine), in 
which I try to provide a coherent reading 
of Williams’ rather difficult late poems, 
first thumbed by me in Fra Gervase 
Mathew’s room at Blackfriars, Oxford. 
Charles Williams set out to provide a 
suitable ‘myth’ for a Christian Britain – 
indeed, a Britain on the way to theosis 
(can you credit it?), using the materials of 
the Arthurian legend cycle in a way no one 
had thought of doing before. Perhaps at a 
time when society, politics, culture are in 
flux in this island, someone will notice it. 

Meanwhile, I had resumed teaching by 
filling tutorial gaps in the Studium, to 
be followed this academic year (2025–6) 
by lecture courses – beginning with the 
Reformers, not my preferred pabulum 
but it must be done, and then, more sym-
pathetically, Catholic theology since the 
Enlightenment, a little of whose light, 
minus its rationalism, I hope to shed.  

Jubilarians: Aidan NicholsJubilarians: Aidan Nichols
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Getting older, your life becomes more 
of a mystery to you. 50 years ago, I 

would not have guessed that what I was 
trained for, I would never really do: to 
specialize in 16th-Century history and 
teach Church History. Instead, I min-
istered as chaplain in the Universities 
of Edinburgh, Oxford and Cambridge. 
After serving as Provincial and Socius 
to the Master, I came to New York for 
six months. I was then asked to become 
Director of the Catholic Center at New 
York University and have been in the US 
ever since. Now I am in a small town in 
the middle of the desert, fifteen miles 
from the Mexican border; 95% of the 
population speaks Spanish. The average 
summer temperature is 38°C and can 
reach 51°C. Over 20% fall below the 
US poverty line. I have been here for 10 
years, almost longer than anywhere in my 
Dominican life. After NYU, the pastor, 
then an English Dominican, invited me 
to come to El Centro as Principal of the 
parochial school and to teach religion. 
Lacking any experience in this field, and 
being foolhardy, I said ‘yes’, with the 
Provincial’s permission. I am a curiosity in 
the Imperial Valley. The people regard me 
as an eccentric treasure. In my Dominican 
life, what has made me happiest is to do 
what I have never chosen for myself.

 I have always worked but now, like 
many older people, I resent not being 
able to do the things I once did with the 
same energy. When I forget my age and 
rebel against it, my body makes me regret 

it. There is plenty of work to do. The 
pastor, Fr Mark Edney, a man of phe-
nomenal energy, dedication and pastoral 
imagination, is the pastor of two parishes. 
Previously divided on ethnic lines into the 
Mexican and the ‘white’ parish, they were 
united a few years ago in a successful syn-
thesis. Sunday Mass attendance is around 
4000, confessions on Saturday employ 
three priests for three hours, there are 
220 in catechism classes with 140 being 
prepared for Confirmation. We expect 60 
adults to receive the sacraments during the 
Triduum. The newly-appointed bishop of 
San Diego came with his two auxiliaries 
for a meeting and then stayed for the Lent 
penitential service. Overwhelmed that 
1000 people came to confession to three 
bishops and six priests, he immediately 
assigned another priest to the parish!

The hardest time of these ten years was 
COVID. Proportionately, we suffered 
more deaths than any other area of the 
United States. Large, inflatable tents were 
put up in the hospital grounds and were 
regularly filled and emptied. Only medical 
staff were allowed into the hospital until 
Fr Mark was asked if he would go not for 
the patients but for the nurses who were 
breaking down under the strain of nursing 
dying patients. He donned a hazmat suit 
and a breathing machine several times a 
week to be with the nurses and to anoint 
the dying. Even now as I write this, I am 
moved by the memories of those who 
were not able to be with their husbands, 
wives or children as they were dying. In 

the Hispanic culture, the whole family 
is present to pray for the dying person. I 
have sometimes anointed a dying person 
and the room has been full of up to 30 
people prayerfully accompanying the 
dying person. The effect on the school was 
also great. Students were out of school for 
two years; they needed to be re-socialized 
on their return and the standards of liter-
acy in particular had slipped. We are still 
recovering from those years. In the midst 
of that, the generosity of our people was 
evident. We opened food banks and distri-
bution centers, manned by volunteers who 
distributed food to hundreds of people 
who were not working or being paid, all 
of the food donated by businesses and 
farming co-operatives. It was tragic and 
wonderful to see at the same time. 

In an annual survey the parents were 
asked their views of the school’s Principal. 
One answered, ‘the children love him and 
the parents are scared of him, which is a 
good thing’. These ten years have been a 
blessing to me as we try to teach our faith, 
verbo et exemplo, by word and example. 
Education is a cultural battlefield in our 
country as schools are becoming laborato-
ries for social engineering, which is a form 
of child abuse. I shall finish in the school 
at the end of this year and look forward 
to the next stage of my journey to I know 
not where. I take comfort from Gregory 
of Nyssa commenting on Abraham, ‘it is 
only when Abraham did not know where 
he was going that he knew he was going in 
the right direction’. 

Jubilarians: Allan WhiteJubilarians: Allan White



5 The Dominicans – Winter 2025Discover more at www.english.op.org

I gave up teaching when I became sev-
enty.  I had taught in four seminaries 

and in education for lay parish service 
courses in three dioceses: Westminster, 
Southwark and Newcastle. Preparing 
classes had structured and directed my 
Dominican study and preaching for 
decades.  Fortunately, I continue with 
retreat work and days of recollection. 
Indeed, the last year has been very stim-
ulating for my Dominican study life.  I 
was asked to be spiritual director to 
the Dominican Family pilgrimage to St 
Dominic’s Castile. This led me to study 
medieval Spanish history and to re-read 
Dominican sources – which I had hardly 
looked at since my novitiate. My involve-
ment with the Lay Dominican Province 
and the Priestly Fraternity of St Dominic 
was very fruitful during and after my 
time as Provincial. It continues but at 
a lower scale; a retreat for the Priestly 
Fraternity, and for the Secular Institute, 
and the role of Religious Assistant to the 
Leicester Lay Dominicans* (see photo – 
an enrolment). My long association with 
all the Dominican sisters – but especially 
of Stone and Bushey – is as joyful as ever. 
I also gave a talk at the annual Edinburgh 
Dominican Family Conference at my 
alma mater, New College, Edinburgh.  

An exciting new venture was to pre-
pare to be the spiritual director for the 
twenty junior clergy of Westminster dio-
cese (ordained for less than ten years) on a 
pilgrimage to Assisi and Siena. For Assisi, 
I read all the early Franciscan documents 

and acquired a new admiration for 
Francis and Clare. Catherine of Siena I 
knew already but refreshed my thoughts 
to prepare for a day of walking through 
Siena, giving talks at places associated 
with her story. I have had very warm asso-
ciations with the diocese of Westminster 
going back to the 1980s, especially with 
the priests I helped train at Allen Hall and 
Valladolid, so I was honoured to be asked 
by Cardinal Vincent to address their 
annual meeting with him.

Other retreats – to diocesan clergy 
and laity and religious – have taken me 
twice to North Wales and four times to 
Yorkshire and elsewhere. A parish in 
north London asked me to lead a triduum 
on the Blessed Sacrament over the Corpus 
Christi weekend; and another, in Market 
Harborough, asked me to guide them in 
a series of Saturday-morning talks and 
meditations on a Lenten journey through 
St John’s Gospel. The local diocese asked 
me to lead the Lenten Day Retreat for men 
at Mount St Bernard’s Abbey. For a time 

after Covid, I lost my confidence in trav-
elling, but my friar’s love of being on the 
move has returned.

Our large congregation at Holy Cross is 
a marvellous place to preach and celebrate 
Mass and I am so grateful I can still do 
it. The piety and devotion of our remark-
ably young congregation is wonderful to 
see. I just help out in the priory and in 
the parish church. I am now too deaf to 
hear confessions in church but can still 
cook in the kitchen. For the first time in 
my Dominican life, I have no office and 
no responsibilities. I enjoy the freedom 
to go for walks, read, ponder and pray. 
Thankfully, we are blessed with mature 
men and young friars to continue the 
mission and life of the Province. My new, 
very satisfying, occupation is gardening 
in our priory garden, and all this came 
together on a lovely summer evening in a 
garden of our countryside Mass station at 
Woodhouse when we, the gardeners of the 
congregation, held an informal ‘God in 
the Garden’ seminar.

Jubilarians: John FarrellJubilarians: John Farrell

*About the Lay Dominicans
Lay Dominicans are part of the spiritual family of the Order of Preachers. They are 
ordinary Roman Catholics, single or married, from every walk of life, who have 
made a commitment to the Order, and to the spirit and charism of St Dominic, not 
in a convent or monastery but in their ordinary lives.

•	 In our Province: www.laydominicans.org.uk

•	 Worldwide: www.laici.op.org

http://www.laydominicans.org.uk
http://www.laici.op.org
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Although no longer described as 
‘Venerable’, from 50 years after we 

make our first profession in the Order, 
we friars are listed as ‘Jubilarians’ in our 
annual Catalogus. This was for me in its 
own way a quiet satisfaction and a source 
of gratitude to God for continuing what 
he had begun so long ago. 

Then I recalled Bede Jarrett’s reluctance 
to celebrate his silver jubilee of ordina-
tion. It would be remembered how Bede 
had said it was not very much to a priest’s 
credit to keep a jubilee, because if he had 
done the job properly he would have died 
long ago!

Bede Jarrett’s reflection has given a 
new and sobering perspective to my own 
reflections on being a jubilarian as a friar. 
But I am encouraged to do this by the fact 
that Bede also attributed his reaching a 
jubilee that it was a gift to him and not 
his ‘doing’.

My gratitude to God and for a shared 
fraternal life are definitely  responses to 
a sustaining gift, which I receive with 
thanksgiving and still with a sense of 
wonder that it has happened at all. I say 
‘receive’, because one of my continuing 
joys is that as religious, and within the 
limitations of our state of health, we can 
more or less live at 77 the life we lived at 
27. It’s just that doing things takes longer!

The receiving of a gift, which is also a 

mission, is my predominant experience on 
reflecting as a jubilarian in the Order. This 
gift has taken so many faces and memo-
ries. As I write this, three faces come viv-
idly to mind, but I leave it to the reader 
to guess the names of these now departed 
brethren. It was a gift to share conventual 
life in Cambridge for some years with the 
most intelligent man I’ve known, the holi-
est, and the most amiably eccentric. 

Again, speaking for myself, one of the 
gifts of growing old is that so many current 
events and even objects come with associ-
ations from the past. This means that their 
formative significance has a depth beyond 
the present, and that the past is not totally 
consigned to what has been and will not be 
again. Attached to the bookcase in front 
of me are pilgrim badges from Jerusalem, 
Rome, Walsingham, Bari and Canterbury. 
Looking at those objects comes with a 
wealth of memories, associations and is 
a continuing enrichment. Those objects 
crystallise slices of my life and apostolates, 
in this country and abroad. In the light of 
Bede Jarrett’s words, there also comes the 
acknowledgement of opportunities missed 
and virtues neglected.

Those badges in my room measure 
some of the steps of a peripatetic life, a 
prolonged attempt to preach and teach 
and be pastorally useful. And these are 
activities that I’ve been graced to con-
tinue to this day within the shape of our 
conventual life and the direction of our 
vows. Of the places and activities repre-
sented by those pilgrim badges, I suppose 
Rome has had the most impact on me. I 
am thinking of the years at Santa Sabina 

as the Procurator General of the Order, 
and at the Angelicum first as student then 
as professor.

For this old man anyway, the past and 
present definitely and constantly blend 
and interact. A striking example of this 
for me is that my current Prior and Sub-
Prior were ‘my’ novices decades ago. The 
Byzantine icon of the Virgin and Child in 
my room, once in the keeping of Gervase 
Mathew, has travelled with me to wher-
ever I’ve been assigned as has the carved 
Crucifix, once Kenelm Foster’s. The use of 
these devotional objects blends past and 
present whilst at the same time pointing 
to an undisclosed, but hoped for, blissful 
heavenly future. 

Thanks to my novice master I discovered 
the multi-faceted and inspirational genius 
of David Jones, a lay Dominican, and his 
photograph is displayed in my room. It is 
still a regret that I never met him in person 
(he died in 1974). Something he wrote in 
his preface to The Anathemata has stayed 
with me. Writing about his art in its widest 
sense, he said that one is trying to make a 
shape out of the very things of which one 
is oneself made. Almost my latest publi-
cation is on Aquinas and canon law; two 
of my abiding concerns over the last half 
century. 

This tiny fragment, rather embarrass-
ingly autobiographical, is an attempt 
to give some sort of shape to what has 
shaped me.

A more contemporary portrait of  
Fr Robert Ombres can be found on p.3, 
with Fr Aidan Nichols.

Jubilarians: Robert OmbresJubilarians: Robert Ombres

Fr Fergus Kerr OP
Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of our brother: Born 1931; Prof. 1957; 
Ord. 1962; Died 23 Nov. 2025. R.I.P.
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In his inaugural lecture in Cambridge,  
  C. S. Lewis compared himself to a 

dinosaur because the cultural changes 
which had occurred in his lifetime made 
him feel like a survivor from a lost world. 
Dominican jubilarians have an even 
better claim to be dinosaurs: they are sup-
posed to have been extinct since the gen-
eral chapter of 1532 (which the English 
province did not attend), long before there 
were any professors of English literature; 
and we are separated from C. S. Lewis by 
cultural changes he could not have begun 
to imagine. When I was a boy, the end of 
term was greeted with ‘No more Latin, 
no more French, No more sitting on the 
old school bench’; I don’t know about 
school benches, but I suspect that a long 
time has passed since it was normal for 
young children to spend hours each week 
on French and Latin. But such was the 
education I had: French from goodness 
knows when, Latin from seven, Greek 
from eight. I may have been made presi-
dent of the Historical Institute by my emi-
nent fellow-novice, but I have always been 
a student of texts rather than an histo-
rian, and reaching the riper years of jubi-
larianity has made no difference except 
to slow me down and make holes in my 
memory. The Master who despatched me 
back to the province intimated that I was 
to continue the work I had been doing in 
Rome, though he was known to comment 
that ‘We do things differently now’ (which 
was interpreted to mean ‘We no longer 
bother about meticulous scholarship’). 
So one of the things I have done since my 
restoration to Oxford was to complete a 

sample of a projected edition of the Old 
Occitan text of the Dominican bestseller 
‘Somme le Roi’, which had not come to 
fruition because the person who was to 
do the actual editing of the text died sud-
denly instead; as a tribute to him I edited 
the Old French text of the first two chap-
ters together with the Occitan version, 
with a long introduction and an exten-
sive commentary on the main Middle 
English versions as well as the French 
and Occitan texts, explaining the mostly 
Latin background to the two chapters 
(with an incidental reference to ancient 
Greek and Latin responses to sneezes). I 
then intended to work on the documen-
tary evidence for John of Wildeshausen’s 
attitude to the order’s nuns, which in my 
view shows conclusively that the old opin-
ion, that he was their best friend, is more 
correct that the modern belief that he was 
their misogynistic enemy. However, that 
turned out to require a study of the nuns’ 
constitutions, so I found myself abandon-
ing John in order to do an edition of the 
constitutions which Humbert promul-
gated in 1259 with a view to bringing all 
the order’s nuns under the same régime. 
This was no more successful than his 
other dreams of uniformity. There is an 
extraordinary diversity in the manu-
scripts. I know of thirteen in Latin, one 
with parts of the Latin text and parts of a 
German translation, and three other com-
plete German translations, with a variant 
of one of them in the only manuscript still 
belonging to Dominican nuns (in Wil, 
Switzerland), written by the appropriately 
named Sr Regula between the suppression 

of her monastery by the Protestants and 
its refoundation some years later; it is a 
personal compilation, combining a known 
German version of the 1259 constitu-
tions with parts of a German text of pre-
Humbert nuns’ constitutions, previously 
only known from a few fragments discov-
ered in the binding of a book, and occa-
sional extracts from the brethren’s consti-
tutions. To do justice to all this material, a 
substantial apparatus criticus is obviously 
needed, but also a fair amount of com-
mentary. In the process of trying to do all 
this I came across a reference to another 
German manuscript which turned out to 
be a translation of a nuns’ version of the 
brethren’s primitive constitutions, with 
some indications that its earliest stratum 
probably came from Prouille. So the edi-
tion of one text from 1259 turned out to 
involve a study of the nuns’ constitutions 
from their very beginning up to their first 
appearance in print in 1505, with several 
previously unknown documents to take 
into account. All of which tends to make 
the achievement of the edition more and 
more eschatological. And if I live long 
enough, and retain enough of my mar-
bles, there is still John of Wildeshausen to 
rescue from his critics, and the long-prom-
ised edition of Humbert’s De eruditione 
praedicatorum to complete, not to men-
tion the long-promised edition of several 
thirteenth-century lives of St Dominic. 
But I suspect I shall have plenty of unfin-
ished business to leave behind me when 
the Lord calls time on me. ‘Dominus 
dedit, dominus abstulit, sit nomen domini 
benedictum.’

Jubilarians: Simon TugwellJubilarians: Simon Tugwell
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Fr John Church OP, now leading the Dominican Young 
Adults, tells of their Holy Year pilgrimage.

‘Dear young people, love one another! Love one another in 
Christ. Know how to see Jesus in others. Friendship can 

truly change the world. Friendship is a path to peace.’ These were 
the words of Pope Leo to 1 million young people gathered in 
Rome for the Jubilee of Youth. We were there with a Dominican 
Young Adults group of 25 from across the UK, and the power of 
friendship is just what we had the joy of experiencing that week.

We stayed at the Convitto San Tommaso, a residence con-
nected to the Angelicum, which ordinarily houses friars and 
other seminarians during the year. On arrival the steep flight 
of stairs was not especially inviting, particularly given the late 
hour. But, in the morning, we had that wonderful experience 
of suddenly discovering where we were: right in the centre of 
Rome, with stunning views over the forum from the windows of 
the stairwell and on the roof. 

That morning we headed straight to Santa Maria sopra 
Minerva for Lauds and Mass and the opportunity to pray in 
front of the body of St Pier Giorgio Frassati, which had been 
brought to Rome for the occasion. Rather movingly, the coffin 
was placed right in front of the main altar, where the body of St 
Catherine of Siena lies. The two saints were separated on earth 
by many centuries, but both were young, fearless, and on fire 
for the Lord. One couldn’t help but wonder what their friend-
ship might have been like, and rejoice in the friendship they now 
enjoy in God for eternity.

Rome is not a difficult place to keep occupied, and we made 
the most of every opportunity to traverse the city, exploring its 
magnificent churches (and gelaterias). Step count PBs were cer-
tainly being broken each day. The city was filled with young 
people from all over the world, singing on the streets, waving 
flags, and exchanging gifts from their countries. 

There was a strong Dominican presence at the Jubilee and 
white habits were very visible. Events in multiple languages were 
focused around Santa Maria sopra Minerva, and there was 
also an international Mass at Santa Sabina, bringing the whole 
Dominican family together. On one very enjoyable afternoon, 
we gathered with some American friars from the Godsplaining 
podcast and their group, in a park not far from the Colosseum 
(see photo, front cover).

A particular highlight for me was visiting another Dominican 
church in Rome for the first time, San Clemente. Only ordained 
a few weeks, I found it incredibly moving to celebrate Mass in 
that stunning Basilica, in a place of ancient Christian worship 
and above the tomb of one of the earliest Popes. A couple of 
days later I would have the joy of concelebrating Mass with the 
current Roman Pontiff – not bad going, four weeks in!

Admittedly, with Pope Leo, it was a slightly less intimate event. 
There were a few thousand other priests, and 1 million in the 
congregation. The final Vigil and Mass was certainly the high 
point of the pilgrimage. Rome had been busy in the days before, 
but not unbearably so, and I don’t think any of us were quite 
expecting the crowds we encountered on reaching Tor Vergata. 
The Holy Father made a dramatic entrance by helicopter, and 
then drove round the crowds greeting the people before leading 
us all in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.

Dominican Dominican 
Young Adults Young Adults 
Jubilee Jubilee 
Pilgrimage  Pilgrimage  
to Rometo Rome
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Jubiliarians: Bob EcclesJubiliarians: Bob Eccles
The editor asked, tell our readers what 

friars do when they grow too old to 
get about. Well, we hear confessions, is 
part of the  answer. For those who find 
help in  the sacrament of reconciliation, it 
brings such courage and hope. Without it, 
we might stick at judging  ourselves, try to 
tear up the darnel – uproot the alien corn 
we find in our hearts – but somehow that 
won’t work. So we are left discouraged, or 
else settle for the unexamined life. But in 
the sacrament of penance, used in the right 
way of course, I open up to a brother who 
is an ornery sinner like me. We answer 
our Lord’s invitation when he says ‘come 
to me all you who are burdened, and I will 
give you rest.’  We give up on judging our-
selves and throw ourselves on the mercy of 
our loving God.

In my confession, I am no longer all 
alone in my failure. I am going to meet 
another brother who is also in the way of 
making confession sometimes, and will 
hear me make mine. The sacrament is a 
human encounter with a divine depth to 
it. I am put in touch with a tradition of 
moral discrimination and prudent care for 
persons. This is a waymark on the journey 
of faith and a time to move on a bit in my 
life, and the Lord himself is the Way. 

It was a gathering of profound joy, and 
a powerful expression of the communion 
of the universal Church, a ‘multitude that 
no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages’ 
(Rev 7:9). The Holy Father’s words during 
the Vigil, in response to questions from 
three young people, were a resounding 
call to centre our entire lives on Christ.  

The next morning the Pope returned, 
and there was a charming familiarity in 
the way he addressed the crowd, giving 
a short impromptu address before Mass 
began. It was almost as if the world’s 
parish priest was just reminding everyone 
to take a newsletter on the way out.

During Mass our small group of 25 
felt especially important in all those 
crowds, given the VIP among our number. 
Br  Giovanni was deacon at the Mass, 
and proclaimed the Gospel to the million 
young people gathered there, his voice 

resounding out across the masses. It was 
good practice for the high-profile rigours 
of the Blackfriars livestream! 

The return journey was quite eventful 
to say the least. Such a volume of people 
leaving all at once is not logistically 
straightforward. Our group had to split 
on the way back, and for a small and val-
iant crew a tortuous time getting through 
the Giardinetti metro station will be for-
ever etched in their memories. 

On the final morning we made our 
Jubilee pilgrimage through the Holy Door 
at St Peter’s. Our small group grew in 
number as we walked, with others joining 
our prayer and singing. We had already 
been through St John Lateran together, 
but on this occasion it almost went very 
wrong when we were stewarded in through 
the wrong door! Thankfully, some careful 
negotiating with the stewards meant we 
could complete our pilgrimage.

That evening, after a day of more 
exploring and setting new step count PBs, 
we gathered for a final meal and time of 
prayer and sharing together. Bonds in the 
group had built quickly in a short space of 
time, and it was an immense blessing to 
hear from everyone what they had received 
during the pilgrimage, learning about the 
grace of God at work among us through 
all the joys, and also the trials too. 

At the Vigil, Pope Leo had told us: 
‘Aspire to great things, to holiness, wher-
ever you are. Do not settle for less. You 
will then see the light of the Gospel grow-
ing every day, in you and around you.’ 
Our time together in Rome was a power-
ful encouragement to do just this.

DYA brings together young adults 
in their 20s and 30s, united in their 
pursuit of Truth and love of Christ. 
Find out more and get involved at 
www.english.op.org/dya

In confession we come to see what it is 
we just have to accept about ourselves, the 
tares among the wheat we are going to 
have to live with for a while yet.  We come 
to spot the old ways that thankfully we 
are ready to leave behind now. We come 
to realise that even as we are, we are God’s 
acre.  The love of God is poured  into our 
hearts by his Holy Spirit who has been 
given us.  We are going to taste the peace 
of God that passes all understanding.

The forbearance of the Father, his great 
patience and desire to save, is what greets 
me in confession.  Here I learn what I’m 
able with the help of grace to correct and 

change, what must be put up with for a 
time, and what perhaps is just part of me 
and is to be accepted peacefully. St Paul 
speaks of Christians as those who put on 
Christ, clothe themselves in Christ, are 
found in Christ. When I hear confessions, 
and there is this quiet return to the sac-
rament among the people of God, I am 
brought face to face with the everyday 
holiness of all these people who have put 
on Christ and who live through love in his 
presence. 

We all have our own way of making 
our confession. Some of us look for a 
brief encounter with the priest, and that’s 
alright. Some have a story to tell or a 
conundrum to explore face to face,  that’s 
alright too. The confessor shares our joys 
and our sorrows. Where even two are 
gathered in the name of Jesus, there he 
has promised to be too, and when it is for 
this sacrament, there is all goodness and 
all grace. When the words of absolution 
are spoken,  priest and penitent enter into 
a moment of great peace. But goodness, 
what numbers of young people come for 
confession these days! Who told them it 
was alright to come? Once I have heard 
today’s confessions, I’ll have no fear for 
the future of the Church, no fear at all.  

http://www.english.op.org/dya
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‘A Striving Home’ ‘A Striving Home’ 
Callum Roberts, one of the young 
adults who journeyed to Rome for 
the Jubilee of Youth, reflects on the 
experience.

Guitars, singing, sleeping outside over-
night. You might be thinking that 

I am describing the events of a concert 
or even that of Glastonbury (if you have 
ever been). While I cannot claim to have 
ever experienced Glastonbury, I can start 
to shed some light on the recent Jubilee 
of Youth, a celebration with some 1.2 
million young people in Rome. A cele-
bration of faith, of friendship, of love. A 
love of Christ echoing through the trod-
den streets of Rome, all of us journeying 
towards Him in the Eucharist, in each 
other, in our prayer. The word ‘concert’ 
has its etymology in the Latin ‘to contend/ 
strive together’. It was, indeed, a ‘striv-
ing’ towards Him and towards a closer 
friendship with Him and to one another. 
As Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta once 
said: ‘The reason for our existence is to 
quench the thirst of Jesus’, and this is cer-
tainly what we were gathered for. What 
we witnessed was a search for truth, a 
search for belonging, a search for Jesus. 

One particular moment was that of our 
journey towards Tor Vergata. Gathering 

1.2 million young people had its joys and, 
of course, its challenges. Whether that was 
being hose-piped down by a local Italian 
resident, pushed in the line by a fellow 
brother/sister, or being offered someone’s 
food at some point in the night, all of us 
were gathered to come closer to Him, to 
experience Him, to belong ever closely 
with Him. Pope Leo said to us: ‘You 
are the salt of the earth, the light of the 
world!... Today your voices, your enthu-
siasm, your cries – all of them for Jesus 
Christ – will be heard to the ends of the 
earth!’ 

Not only had Pope Leo brought us 
together, but he brought Jesus to us both 
in Word and in Sacrament through the 
sacrifice of the Mass and in Adoration. 

A time of encounter, of belief, of seeing 
Him face to face. A father looking at a 
son/daughter, a friend looking at a friend. 
As we were kneeling in the dirt, on the 
rubble, or even on make-shift kneelers, 
we were all oriented to Him in both heart 
and mind because ‘He loves, he hopes, he 
waits’ (St Maria Goretti). Jesus waited for 
us to talk to him. 

As we were wished a good night’s rest 
by our Holy Father, I slowly returned 
back to my sleeping bag with (the now) St 
Pier Giorgio’s voice: ‘Jesus is with me. I 

have nothing to fear’. I must thank St Pier 
Giorgio because I think this really helped 
when we were faced with sudden rain in 
the early hours of the morning. There 
was, indeed, no cover or shelter, the only 
shelter I could take at this point was to 
remain in His love and to know that I will 
see Him again in the morning. Again, St 
Pier Giorgio gives us strength when he 
says: ‘How could I not be in good faith? 
As long as Faith gives me strength, I will 
always be joyful’. 

As our time on the Jubilee of Youth 
came to a close, I started to ponder how 
we will all venture towards our local com-
munities and take this love, joy, and hope 
to others. As I returned to the Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament a few days later, I did 
so forming this prayer: 

‘Jesus, as I look at you and you at me, 
may I be a partaker in your fruitful vine-
yard, a watchkeeper in the middle of the 
night, a lamp for those who seek light. 
As we remain together, be my companion 
on the way, a brother, a father, a friend. 
May I still ‘bear fruit in old age… so that I 
may flourish in the courts of your Father’ 
(Ps. 92). Christ, my true love, you are my 
rock, my protector, my shield. May I listen 
with the ‘ears of [my] heart’. (St Benedict). 
Amen. 
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From From 
Oxford to Oxford to 
the Worldthe World
A new venture for the Dominicans in 

October was a hybrid study day on 
‘Mary, Model of Christian Life’, uniting 
40 in-person participants at Blackfriars, 
Oxford, with online guests from Europe, 
N. America, Australia and the Far East. 

This day was a trial run, funded by 
the donations of participants, with the 
intention of preparing the way for regu-
lar online and in-person sessions hosted 
by Blackfriars Studium that will allow lay 
people to explore their faith more deeply. 
Participants came from a wide range of 
backgrounds, including students and 
working people, catechists, and academics 
from non-theology disciplines.

Fr Nicholas Crowe OP spoke on ‘Full of 
Grace: Mary’s Receptivity as the Pattern 
of Christian Discipleship’; his talk corre-
lated Mary’s life of Christian discipleship 
to the shape and pattern of the Mass, 

which likewise schools us in discipleship 
and makes us bearers of God’s Word in 
the world. 

Fr Lawrence Lew OP later spoke on 
Mary as Mother of the Church, linking 
this to Newman’s comments on Mary as 
the new Eve, ie, Mother of all those who 
live in the grace of Christ. As such, Mary 
has traditionally been seen as the one who 
dispenses grace from God to us, her chil-
dren, and thus we seek her intercession 
and pray to her for those graces we need 
to conform our lives to Christ.  

While online participants were unable 
to be with us for Mass, Midday Prayer, 

and a buffet lunch, they joined in keenly 
with the Q&A session after each talk, 
with their questions prompting the speak-
ers to explore tangential themes.

In the afternoon, in-person participants 
engaged in small-group discussions and 
reflections on Mary and our vocation as 
Christians, allowing deeper and more per-
sonal exploration of the theme. 

For news of future study sessions, 
please join our mailing list:  
www.blackfriars.org.uk/shortcourses

“The talks really opened up a 
deeper view of Mary for me – and 
in a very accessible manner. I had 
not thought about the nature of 
Mary’s participation in Jesus’ 

sacrifice before – so thank you for 
opening up this new horizon.”

https://english.op.org/privacy
mailto:development%40english.op.org?subject=Data%20Protection%20%26%20Privacy
mailto:development%40english.op.org?subject=Data%20Protection%20%26%20Privacy
https://www.blackfriars.org.uk/shortcourses
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Jamaica: Your Generous ResponseJamaica: Your Generous Response

News from the Dominicans’ Development Office 

Imagine a job where, every day, you get to see humans at their 
kindest and most generous. This is one of the great attractions 

of fundraising. The Dominicans’ supporters have especially big 
hearts, and this was very apparent in the generous donations fol-
lowing Hurricane Melissa.

The storm arrived in the week when the friars were prepar-
ing to make their annual appeal in the UK for the Dominican 
houses in the Caribbean. We were naturally very concerned for 
the safety of the friars and the people they serve, and as the news 
showed reports of the devastation, we waited anxiously to hear 
directly from them. The power was out and communications 
lines were down; but, ever resourceful, Fr Bede Mullens managed 

to find someone with a generator, and sent us a video interview 
with Fr Clifton, giving the all-clear on the friars, and explaining 
how they were already involved in organising relief efforts in the 
parish and, with the archdiocese, elsewhere on the island. This 
footage we received and began editing at 7.30am, allowing us to 
push out the video by 11am. The donations then came in by the 
hundreds, many sent with touching personal messages that were 
greatly appreciated by the friars in Jamaica. 

We never expected that Fr Clifton would make it to Britain 
for the appeals, but providentially the airports opened, allowing 
him to speak at a number of Sunday Masses. At the time of writ-
ing, around £100,000 has been raised for St Martin’s Missions, 
the fund that supports the friars in the Caribbean, and out of 
which this year we have been able to send significant amounts to 
aid the relief efforts on Jamaica. These, together with donations 
from local benefactors, have allowed the friars to purchase food, 
building materials, and personal hygiene items. Pictured above, 
you can see Fr Peter Hunter distributing meals to students at the 
University of the West Indies Mona Campus. At the island-wide 
level, the friars have been assisting parishes in the west of the 
island that bore the brunt of the storm. They have coordinated 
provision of basic building materials (tarpaulin, plywood, nails) 
and essentials like water and baby food.

Owing to the destruction of crops, the coming months 
will see a continuing need for food aid, so the friars 
would welcome further donations: see below.

mailto:development%40english.op.org?subject=Donating%20to%20the%20Dominican%20Friars
https://english.op.org/support-us/give-online-now/

